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By the mid-700s BC the mighty Egyptian empire was firmly in decline. 
No pyramids had been built for over 1000 years, the north and south 
of the country had split and neighbouring countries threatened. But 
a new golden age was just around the corner and it would come 
from one of Egypt’s former enemies – the African Kingdom of Kush.

The Kingdom of Kush lay roughly where Sudan and the tip of southern 
Egypt now lie. It was once ruled by Egypt was abandoned by them 
in 1070BC. Left to its own devices Kush became a strong and self-
reliant African nation and eventually invaded and conquered their 
former master Egypt.

The Kushites were an incredible people. Their capital Kerma 
was built around an impressive temple, the Deffufa, which is the 
oldest known brick building in Africa. Kerma is also famous for 
its distinctive red and black pottery which is some of the oldest 
in Africa, much older than the pottery of ancient Egypt. Although 
we now think if Egypt and the Sudan as being dry, arid places the 
Kushites were also expert livestock keepers and agriculturalist and 
farming formed the bedrock of their economy. 

As rulers of Egypt the Kushites tried to revitalise its science and 
arts. The high point of their achievements came under the ruler 
Taharqa. He started building large numbers of new pyramids 
to serve as tombs for the Kushite nobility. Excavations on 
these graves have told us much about what the Kushites wore. 
They are full of jewellery and clothing including necklaces, 
bracelets, earrings, ostrich feathers, beads of faience and 
brightly coloured tunics, skirts and kilts. They were expert 
silversmiths and their city of Meroë was, in terms of the silver 
trade, the Birmingham of Africa. Taharqa also restored many 
of Egypt’s ruined temples to their former glory. 

The Kushites were also skilled astronomers; At Sanam, 
Taharqa built a temple for the god Amun which was orientated 
to sunset at New Year during his reign and all the pyramids at 
the grand cemetery at Nuri were aligned to the cardinal points 
of the compass.

This glorious resurgence of art and science came to a brutal end 
when another great power of the Middle East, Assyria, invaded 
in 677BC. After years of fighting they drove the Kushites out 
of Egypt and back in to Kush where, despite having lost Egypt, 
they continued to rule for many years afterwards.

The Kushites: 
Saviours of Ancient Egypt 

Black History Month Kirklees is a joint 
project between Kirklees Council and 
the Black History Month Steering Group 
which represents groups and individuals 
from, or with an interest in, the African 
and Caribbean communities. 

If you would like to find out more about 
becoming involved in Kirklees Black 
History Month please contact the Steering 
Group through their listing on the Kirklees 
Council website or via the Black History in 
Huddersfield Facebook page.

Further reading:

The lost Kingdoms of Africa  
Gus Casely-Hayford

The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt 
Toby Wilkinson

When We Ruled  
Robin Walker

www.ancientsudan.org

Follow the Caribbean food trail at https://goo.gl/maps/0gIsV

http://www.kirklees.gov.uk
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/493171924151605/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/493171924151605/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/493171924151605/


Name of event When and where Details Cost Contact details
Black History Month  
Opening Ceremony

Saturday 3 October 
12 noon

Nelson Mandela Corner, The Piazza, 
Huddersfield, HD1 2SU

The official launch ceremony and blessing for the start of Black 
History Month in Kirklees, with guest speakers and other 
entertainment

FREE Janet Marks  
jazziestewart@hotmail.com

AMYN Official Launch 
Black History  Event

Saturday 3 October 
6.30pm -9pm

Huddersfield Town Hall,  Corporation St, 
Huddersfield, HD1 2TA 

An evening of inspirational speakers, fashion, food stalls and more. 

AMYN is a collective that uses expertise, experience and commitment 
to make things happen. Together we are creating a platform where 
individuals and organisations support the education, health & wellbeing 
and culture of the African and African Caribbean Communities to thrive.

FREE AMYN - Janet 
m: 07530 523740  
amyn@infoamyn.co.uk 

Step into Africa 
Gallery Exhibition

Throughout October 
Tuesday to Friday - 11am to 5pm 
Saturday and Sunday - 12 noon to 5pm

Bagshaw Museum, Woodlands Road, Batley, 
WF17 0AS

An exhibition of iconic items from Bagshaw Museum’s African 
collections. See shields from the mighty Zulus, Hausa leatherwork, 
rhinoceros hide shields and swords from the Sudan, musical 
instruments and pottery from across Africa and the stunning golden 
stool of the Asante. 

FREE Bagshaw Museum  
bagshaw.museum@kirklees.gov.uk 
t: 01924 326155

The Bogus Woman 
By Kay Adshead

Presented by Curtis Productions and 
Theatre by the Lake, in association 
with Mama Quilla.

Tuesday 6 October 
7.30pm

Lawrence Batley Theatre, Huddersfield HD1 2SP

Fleeing for her life, an African woman arrives in a strange country 
seeking safety and asylum. Despite having committed no crime she 
is indefinitely confined, interrogated, humiliated and abused.  She 
witnesses the cruelty of the authorities and their casual disregard 
for an individual’s human rights. 

Tickets £12

Under 26s tickets £7

Kirklees Passport - £3 off

Lawrence Batley Theatre box office 
t: 01484 430528

www.thelbt.org 

Huddersfield Annual Jamaican 
Cultural Evening

Jamaica National Council

Saturday 10 October 
6pm 

The Hudawi Centre, Great Northern Street, 
Huddersfield, HD1 6BG

An cultural evening of events to celebrate all things Jamaica, 
including food, drink, music and dance.

Provided by the Jamaican National Council.

TBC m: 07810 755570

Sunday Cycle Adventure

Organised by The Cycle of Life

Sunday 11 October 
from 9.45am

leaving from the car park on Leeds Road playing 
fields opposite Sygenta

We aim to raise awareness around Black/African/Caribbean men’s 
health and to promote the importance of exercise but on this 
particular occasion we are pleased to invite both men and women 
over 18 to join us on our usual Sunday cycle adventure.

FREE m: 07806 438123

Looking for Love 
Film showing

Directed by Menelik Shabazz 

Tuesday 13th October 
5.30pm

ODEON Cinema Bradley Mills Road, 
Huddersfield, HD1  6PG

Director of The Story of Lover’s Rock, Menelik Shabazz feature 
length documentary film about sex, love and relationships for Black 
men and Black women. Interviewees speak frankly about sex, 
dating and the secrets of a long term relationships. Followed by 
Q&A session with the director Menelik Shabazz and guests.

Family - £27
Adults - £8.75
Students & Snrs - £7.50
Child (<12) - £6.75

ODEON Cinemas 
t: 0871 224 4007

Black History Month 
Celebration Evening

Wednesday 21 October 
from 6.30pm

All Saints Catholic College, Bradley Road, 
Huddersfield, HD2 2JT

The Celebration evening will involve music, dance and 
various  presentations by our students on the theme of Black History. 
All welcome.

£2 

(children under 16 free)

Mrs O’Neill / Mrs Manifold  
t: 01484 426466 [ext. 137]

Awards Presentation and 
Caribbean Culture Evening

Huddersfield African Caribbean 
Cultural Trust (HACCT) 

Saturday 24 October 
7pm

venue tbc

This annual event is an opportunity to recognise all the hard work 
and effort that local and visiting groups have put into ensuring 
Huddersfield carnival is a success and celebrate the contribution 
Caribbean culture continues to make to modern day Britain. 

FREE m: 07961 189281

Voices of Cancer Ball 
Meal and Live entertainment

in support of Black Health Initiative

Saturday 31 October 
7pm (dinner at 7.30pm)

Cedar Court Hotel, Ainley Top, Lindley Moor Road, 
Huddersfield, HD3 3RH

Drinks reception upon arrival - 3 Course meal & wine served at 
7.30pm. Guest speakers from Black Health Initiative and other local 
charities. Plus live entertainment, auction and raffles on the night

£35 per person Norris Stewart 
m: 07778 315978

Yvette Marks-Noel 
m: 07866 072662

Black History Month  
Celebration Showcase

Saturday 31 October 
4pm - 5.30pm, 6pm - 10pm

The Hudawi Centre, Great Northern Street, 
Huddersfield, HD1 6BG

Showcasing individual group contributions to BHM including poetry, art, 
dancing, music and singing as well as guest speakers from the world of 
sport, politics, entertainment & life empowerment. There will also 
be an opportunity to sample traditional African & Caribbean cooking.

FREE 
(donations welcomed)

Pastor Patrick Pryce 
t: 01484 543519 
office@bacc-huddersfield.org.uk 
www.bacc-huddersfield.org.uk


