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Introduction
Seasons of Culture is a strategic initiative led by the West Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA), aiming to build on the momentum of the region's Years of Culture (2023–2025): LEEDS23, Kirklees Year of Music 2023, Culturedale 2024; Wakefield Our Year 2024, and Bradford UK City of Culture 2025.    
  
Although not yet confirmed, it is hoped that this initiative will deliver a series of annual themed ‘Seasons of Culture’ across West Yorkshire from 2026-30. 
However, we are pleased to announce that WYCA have committed to launch a pilot ‘Nature’ Season in summer 2026. 
 
The Seasons initiative aligns with the West Yorkshire Plan’s missions to build a happier, greener, and more inclusive region. It supports CA strategies related to sustainable development, the creative industries, tourism, and equity of access. Additionally, it aligns with the cultural and climate strategies of each local authority and the funding priorities of national arm’s length bodies.   
 
The Kirklees Seasons of Culture - Nature programme is a district-wide celebration of creativity inspired by the natural world and our shared responsibility to protect it. Rooted in the landscapes, green and blue spaces, and communities of Kirklees, this season brings together artists, residents and the creative industries to explore the relationship between culture and the environment.  
We are supporting a limited, but broad mix of creative & cultural ideas, from outdoor events and exhibitions to community activities and creative projects. Seasons of Culture – Nature is all about bringing people together to connect with nature through creativity.

The season champions sustainable practice—not just in what we create, but in how we create it. It encourages low-impact production, circular thinking, and collaboration with local ecosystems and ecologies.  
 
Seasons of Culture - Nature will foster a deeper sense of place and stewardship and invites us all to reflect on our role in shaping a greener future. How can we celebrate the beauty of our environment while imagining a more sustainable future for all. 
Seasons of Culture - Nature forms part of a region-wide programme of activity, established in collaboration with West Yorkshire Combined Authority and the local authorities of the region – Bradford, Calderdale, Leeds, and Wakefield.  


Primary Goals and Outputs
The 2026 pilot programme Seasons of Culture - Nature programme has four primary goals: applicants project proposals must include one or more of the these: 
 
1: 	Increased cultural engagement (including young people, and those who face barriers to 	    participation), 
2: 	Reduced carbon impact of cultural organisations in West Yorkshire 
3: 	Increased revenue for the visitor economy 
4: 	Increased sustainable and active travel in West Yorkshire’s Visitor economy 
 
The programme also has five outputs targets to achieve. Applicants must evidence how their project proposals and activities will contribute towards two or more of these. Outputs include: 
 
Number of audiences engaged 
Number of volunteer opportunities given 
Number of Skills/training opportunities delivered 
Number of schools and children engaged in projects 
Footfall and engagement figures that contribute to the cultural visitor economy.  
 
The Seasons initiative aligns with the West Yorkshire Plan’s missions to build a happier, greener, and more inclusive region. It supports CA strategies related to sustainable development, the creative industries, tourism, and equity of access. Additionally, it aligns with the cultural and climate strategies of each local authority and the funding priorities of national arm’s length bodies. 

1. Timeframe
Projects funded through this initiative must be delivered throughout the summer and completed no later than 21st December 2026. 
The closing deadline for applications is Wednesday 10th June 2026 by 12pm: submissions beyond this date will not be considered.  
 
You will hear from us with the result of your application within 4 weeks after the deadline date. 
 
Please note: Applicants may bid into one round only, and only one submission per applicant will be accepted in each round.  
However, should you be unsuccessful in round one, you are able to re-submit for round two.

2. Guidance Notes: Please read these notes carefully before completing your application form

Who can apply? 
 
· Cultural & creative Third Sector organisations (Charities, CICs, social enterprises etc.) whose core aim is delivering activities for public benefit 
· Grassroots community groups 
· Registered creative businesses (including artists, creative practitioners, sole traders and freelancers)  
 
If there is no formal status for your third sector organisation, grass roots group or business, we cannot consider the application. 
 
If you are a Third Sector organisation or Grassroots community group, you must be registered on the Councils Grant Access Point (GAP) and have a GAP registration number: Register with the Grants Access Point | Kirklees Council.  If you are not registered with GAP we cannot consider your application 
 
If you are a registered creative business, you must provide evidence of trading, this will include: 
Self-Employed/Freelances – Unique Tax Code and a recent invoice or bank statement with matching address information to trading details supplied. 
(for Ltd companies we will check details on the Companies House website). If you are not formally registered, we cannot consider your application. 
 
· Your creative business, group or organisation must be based in Kirklees, and the activity or project you are delivering must happen in Kirklees for the benefit of the district and its residents. 
 
· [bookmark: _Int_9nIlFi5d]Your business/organisation will be required to hold a minimum of £10million public liability insurance policy and any other insurance policies related to your planned activities. If none is in place, we cannot consider the application
 
· Applications must provide a minimum 10% financial contribution towards the project budget – this is a cash match and not in-kind. If the minimum is not included, we cannot consider the application 
 
· Note: We are unable to consider applications which don't provide references 
 
What is the grant for? 
 
Seasons of Culture - Nature funds the costs of creative projects and events which are for the benefit of and involve Kirklees residents and align with the objectives of the initiative: 
 
1: Increased cultural engagement (including young people, and those who face barriers to participation),  
2: Reduced carbon impact of cultural organisations and projects 
3: Increased revenue for the Visitor Economy  
4: Increased sustainable and active travel  
  
 
The grant can be used to contribute towards the cost of creative projects and events including: 
 
· Fees and salaries of lead people specific to the project e.g. performer, artist, technician 
· A small and proportionate percentage for some overheads and indirect costs 
· Promotion and engagement activity 
· Hiring venues, vehicles, equipment or costumes 
· Materials, production/reproduction costs e.g. as part of a music project or needs of a film project or fabricating artwork 
· Monitoring and evaluation 
 
We are keen to support a wide range of creative and cultural projects and events. Examples of the types of projects: 
 
· Outdoor activities (creative walking, active travel such as cycling, forest school, outdoor play etc.) 
· Performing arts (theatre, dance, music etc.) 
· Visual arts (exhibitions, outdoor art, environmental art etc.) 
· Literature and creative writing 
· Public festivals & outdoor events  
· Community arts and events 
· Health-related creative projects  
· Fashion and textiles 
· Film, moving image and gaming projects 
· Improved environmental and sustainability practices 
· Communities acquiring skills or using the arts to address relevant community issues 
 
 Trips and visits can only be funded if they are an essential part of the project. 

We will not fund… 
To ensure funds are used appropriately, there are a number of things we cannot fund, including: 
  
· Capital projects and building infrastructure projects 
· Lobbying, political or religious campaigning 
· Gifts and hospitality  
· Repayment of loans or debts 
· Projects which are being used to raise monies for charity 
· Projects that have already started or retrospective costs 
 
How much can I apply for? 
 
There are 4 funding bands to support small scale events and projects through to larger initiatives.  
 
Applicants will be required to provide evidence of a minimum of 10% eligible cash/match funding within your projects budget; we do not provide 100% funding for any projects.  For example, (but not restricted to) cash/match funding can be derived from: 
 
· Other sources of funding from public organisations such as Arts Council England, central Government or international schemes 
· Grants from trusts and foundations 
· Cash reserves, business banking, etc.. 
· Sponsorship  
· Kickstarter campaigns  
· Donations 
 
Note: In kind support will not be accepted as cash/match funding. 

Each applicant and/or project can apply for one grant only across the bands (see application for project examples): 
 
· Band 1	£500 – £2,000   
· Band 2	£2,000 – £7,000 
· Band 3	£7,000 – £10,000 
· Band 4	£15,000 - £24,000 
 
The grant will be paid in two parts if you are successful in your application. 75% upon signing a project agreement and the remaining 25% on completion of the project and its evaluation (see 'After the project or event' below).   
 
How do I apply? 
 
The Application Form asks for information about your project and how it fits with the Seasons of Culture - Nature priorities and application questions. Your application can only be assessed if the project meets the priorities of Seasons of Culture - Nature  
 
We anticipate a high volume of strong applications and project ideas; we therefore expect that we will not be able to fund all applications. To be considered, applications must answer all questions including how the project demonstrates: 
 
· Project alignment with the Seasons of Culture - Nature priorities 
· High quality cultural activity 
· A realistic project budget (including the cash funding) 
· Evidence of good planning and governance 
· Participation and involvement in creativity for the residents of Kirklees  
· Why this grant is essential for the delivery of the project  
 
What happens after you apply? 
 
Submissions will be assessed by a funding panel and set against a scoring criterion for each question. 
 
We will then write to you via email to let you know the panel's decision. If successful, we may decide to award less than the amount of grant aid requested in your application.  
We will award you 75% of your grant once you have accepted the grant conditions outlined in a funding agreement. 
 
After the project or event 
 
You will be required to complete an evaluation form, provided by Kirklees Council, this may include baseline in the current position, monitoring of output targets, evidencing impacts etc.   The final 25% of your grant allocation will be awarded on the successful completion of the evaluation process. 


3. Digital Support Offer
If your based in the district, your business, group or organisation can be featured, publicised and promoted on the Creative Kirklees website and social media platforms, it's so simple to register 
· Creative Kirklees is a free online resource to bring together all creative projects in Kirklees in one place.  The website features a searchable creative directory, latest news for and from the sector, the very latest in ‘What’s On’ and an opportunities page for jobs, funding and more.  It is designed to encourage interactivity and networking and show what’s going on creatively in Kirklees. 
The site is user generated so you need to register to add your profile, events, news and opportunities – Click "Join Network" at the top of the home page, fill out your details and click "Join Creative Kirklees".  Make sure you tick Receive Newsletter to get our fortnightly round-up of the week's creative highlights.  You can then start adding information about yourself or your organisation in the profile and add details about your events.  A weekly newsletter will be sent out that will pick information from items included on the site.  There is a user guide on the website, but should you require further help, email to arts.creativity@kirklees.gov.uk.  
You can also share news about your projects and organisation on our social media platforms:  
Facebook page www.facebook.com/creativekirklees and Instagram account.    
All of this will help to publicise you and your projects even more.  The more you use the site the more you’ll be seen on it.  www.creativekirklees.com  
· If your projects are taking place in Kirklees and you would like to publicise it on Kirklees Council’s website via the Community Directory (free service), visit http://communitydirectory.kirklees.gov.uk/communityDirectory  
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